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Application/Control Number: 10/822,992 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3782 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: it is unclear in 
light of Figure 3 and the Specification, specifically regarding claims 1 and 8, what each 
pivot assembly is connected to. The specification simply states that there are 4 parallel 
pivot assemblies 72, 74, 76, and 78, and not which pivot assembly is considered the 1 st , 
2 nd , 3 rd , and 4 th pivot assembly. It is unclear as to what is claimed by the pivot, 
assemblies and to what they are attached to. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: page 8 line 
13 the "cotter pins 84" should read "cotter pins 82". Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: the body 1 1 of page 6 lines 10 and 1 1 ; a fourth piano hinge 36 on page 7 
line 6; and the holes 25 on page 10 line 2. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
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notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 8-11, there is confusion as to how and where the four pivot 
assemblies are connected to the lug, bracket, and container. In particular, based on 
claim 11, reference numeral 76 must be the fourth pivot assembly and reference 
numeral 72 must be the third pivot assembly, as pivot 76 is attached to the top of the 
container. Claim 10, then indicates that reference numeral 74 is the second pivot 
assembly, as the third pivot is between the second pivot on the lug and the bracket, 
which in turn leaves reference numeral 78 to be the first pivot assembly. However, claim 
8 indicates that both the first and second pivots are connected to the lug, while claims 9- 
1 1 indicate otherwise. Examiner recommends that the Applicant carefully review the 
claims and specification, so as to distinctly define how the pivot assemblies are 
connected to the lug, bracket, and container. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "the first hinge assembly end" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The wording of the claim 
indicates that there are in fact two hinge assemblies while only one has been claimed. It 
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is assumed for examination that the claim should read, "wherein the hinge assembly is 
attached to the bracket in proximity to the bend." 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-4, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hanson (US 1,941,860). 

Regarding claim 1 , Hanson discloses a container comprising a body, a top 31 , 
and a hinge assembly, the body comprising a front 3, a back (26), a bottom (plates 8 
and 9), a first and second side (each having plates 14 and 15), wherein each of said 
front, back, and sides are pivotally connected together (multiple hinges 10, 1 1 , 16, 23, 
and 24, and latches 29) to define an open box, the box being movable between a first 
formed position (Figure 1) and a second collapsed position (Figure 2); the hinge 
assembly comprises a first pivot assembly 30 and a second pivot assembly on bracket 
6 (see Examiners Figure 1 below); the hinge assembly enabling the top to be positioned 
flat against the body (Figure 2) when the box is in the collapsed position. 

Regarding claim 2, the front, back, bottom, and sides are foldable relative to the 
top so as to lie flat against the top when collapsed (Figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 3, the container comprises bracket 6 to which the body is 
pivotally connected (lines 57-59) by said second pivot assembly, the bracket being 
capable of attachment to a mounting surface (lines 59-61 ). 

Regarding claim 4, the bracket 6 comprises an upper and lower end, wherein the 
upper and lower end are adjustably or telescopically connected such that one could 
form a bend at the meeting ends, and wherein the upper end is attached to a mounting 
surface of the vehicle 1 (see Examiners Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 12, the second pivot assembly of the hinge assembly of Hanson 
is attached to the bracket in proximity to the bend, effectively satisfying the claims. 

Regarding claim 13, Hanson discloses a body (a front 3, a back (26), a bottom 
(plates 8 and 9), a first and second side, each having plates 14 and 15), a top 31, and a 
bracket 6 comprising an upper and lower end, wherein the upper and lower end are 
adjustably or telescopically connected such that one could form a bend at the meeting 
ends, and wherein the upper end is attached to a mounting surface of the vehicle 1 , and 
the lower end being pivotally connected to the container (see lines 50-61 and 
Examiners Figure 1 ). 

7. Claims 1 , 2, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Armenia (US 2,573,089). 

Regarding claim 1 , Armenia discloses a container comprising a body (1-4), a top 
5 and a hinge assembly (Figure 4), wherein the body comprising a front 2, a back 3, a 
bottom 1 , and a first and second side 4, each pivotally connected together to define an 
open box, the box being selectively moveable between a first position in which the box 



Application/Control Number: 10/822,992 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3782 

is formed (Figure 3) and a second position (Figure 1) in which the box is collapsed, the 
hinge assembly (Examiners Figure 2) having a first pivot assembly A connected to the 
top 5 and a second pivot assembly C connected to the body, the hinge assembly 
enabling the top to be positioned flat against the body when in the collapsed position. 

Regarding claim 2, the front, back, bottom, and sides are foldable relative to the 
top so as to lie flat against the top when collapsed (Figure 1 ). 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, Armenia discloses the claimed invention as applied 
to claim 1 , and wherein the body further comprises a lip 32 formed along an edge of the 
bottom, the lip elevating the pivot point of the front 2 such that the container is 
substantially flat when the box is in the collapsed position. 

EXAMINERS FIGURE 1 
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Examiners Figure 2 



A 




Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hanson in view of Kennedy (US 1 ,294,673). 

Regarding claims 5-7, Hanson discloses the invention substantially as claimed 
but does not disclose what structure is used to mount the carrier to the mounting 
surface, in particular lacking a brace. However, Kennedy teaches a similar collapsible 
carrier attached to the back of a vehicle, the carrier having a bracket 10 attached to a 
vehicle rack/mounting surface 9. The bracket 9 is secured to the vehicle rack/mounting 
surface 9 through bolts 1 1 and 12, wherein the bolt further includes a nut placed behind 
the mounting surface and being considered by Examiner to constitute a brace. 
Furthermore, the bolt mounting mechanism is considered by Examiner to be a universal 
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mount, in that it is certainly capable of being attached to a variety of vehicle racks which 
have holes drilled there through. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of invention to mount the bracket of Hanson to a vehicle rack via a 
bolt and nut in order to securely and removably hold the carrier on a vehicle. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 0. Claims 8-1 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey N. Skurdal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
9588. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NATuAN J. NEWHOUSE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

CNS 

1/30/2007 



